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MEDIA RELEASE 

NEW PROGRAM PROVEN TO UPSKILL TEACHERS 

IN CRUCIAL DIGITAL SKILLS 
 November 4, 2021 

Thousands of Australian teachers who participated in a program to support the teaching of 
the subject Digital Technologies in the classroom gained digital skills and confidence that 
proved vital for the switch to online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ACARA’s Digital Technologies in focus (DTiF) project was a 4-year program, funded by the 
Australian Government, designed to upskill teachers and support them to teach Digital 
Technologies, a relatively new subject. 

The unique project has now been independently recognised to improve student engagement 
and achievement in some of the country’s most disadvantaged schools, but it also has 
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“Spending such a long time with the schools meant the mentors were able to build an 
ecosystem of support and that contributed significantly to the success of the program and 
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“The most exciting part for me as a classroom teacher is finding the way to include digital 
tech in an authentic way that’s not an add on,” she said. 

Memorable examples included a kindergarten lesson using data based on students’ 
favourite ice cream flavours as part of a maths lesson and integrating teaching algorithms 
to a Year 6 class by looking at the use of the school fruit recycling bin. 

 “That is when the kids are most engaged – not when you have all the bells and whistles, but 


